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But Lawrence does not look for a cause in social
relations themselves, but in man's consaousness of
them. The solution of the individual's needs is then
plainly to be found in a return to instinctive living.
But how are we to return to instinctive living ? By
casting off consaousness; we must return along the
path we have come. But intellectualism consists in
this, that we give either linguistically, plastically, or
mentally, a symbolic projection to portions of reality,
and consaousness or thinking consists simply in
shuffling these images or verbal products. If therefore
we are to cast off intellectualism and consaousness we
must abandon all symbolism and rationalisation tout
court, we must be, and no longer think, even in images.
Yet on the contrary Lawrence again and again con-
sciously formulates his creed in intellectual terms or
terms of imagery. But this is self-contradiction, for
how can we be led intellectually and consciously
back from consaousness ? It is our consciousness that
Lawrence attempts to extend and heighten even at the
moment he urges us to abandon it.
Consaousness can only be abandoned in action, and
the first action of Fasasm is the crushing of culture and
the burning of the books. It is impossible therefore
for an artist and thinker to be a consistent Fascist. He
can only be like Lawrence, a self-contradictory one,
who appeals to the consaousness of men to abandon
consaousness.
There is a confusion here due to equating consaous-
ness with thinking and unconsciousness with feeling.
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